Upland Heath Management, March 2022
Luggala Estate is undertaking work on the restoration of the estate as a working upland farm,
sustainably managed and underpinned by policies that ensure benefit to the environment.
In addition, in collaboration and with support from the Wicklow Uplands’ SUAS project,
Luggala is embarking on a program of biodiversity & landscape measures that are designed to
ensure the recovery of the Estate’s upland heathland habitats. This programme of work
includes the manual cutting of vegetation to ultimately diversify and regenerate the heather.
In line with best practice, Luggala has adopted a no burn policy.
Luggala’s peatlands are made up of blanket bog, wet heath, and dry heath habitats. These are
the listed features in the Wicklow Mountains SAC (Special Area of Conservation), with blanket
bog listed as an EU priority habitat. Our preliminary habit condition assessment notes that all
peatland habitats are presently in an ‘unfavourable condition’ (using NPWS Natura
Conservation Condition Criteria).
Typical of the wider upland landscape, the heather is tall, woody and mostly senescent in
form (senescence is the process of deterioration with age). Healthy heather stocks are vital
for diverse and functional heathland habitats, providing food and shelter to various
invertebrate fauna (moths), and red‐listed upland birds which in turn attract larger raptor
populations to the area.
Key areas of the heathland have been selected as initial targets for developing and piloting a
suitable management approach and additionally, for monitoring benefits and outcomes. In
specific areas across the Estate small compartments of heather have been manually cut close
to the ground. The cut material is being moved and placed at other locations to deliver wider
benefits. Regular cutting of selected areas will happen in rotation. The approach is following
researched best practice and is subject to ecological recording and oversight.
Peatland & heathland habitats are by far the most extensive habitats on the Luggala Estate,
extending to c1270 ha. The peatlands are central to the Estates’ sustainability goals, as they
are located within the upper catchment for watercourses and act as a major carbon source or
sink, as well as forming a protective habitat for various priority species and being the main
open range for deer.
This is a next step in the delivery of Luggala’s Environmental Management Plan, which
includes a roadmap to deliver enhanced diversity, stability, and beauty of the upland
landscape for years to come.
End

