National Red Grouse Survey 2021-2022
Luggala Estate Limited as part of Luggala Nature – Environmental Management Plan (2022-2027) has
identified a thematic area that concerns upland bird conservation & other species projects. Within
this we have delineated actions to develop methods and programmes of annual/periodic bird
monitoring whilst providing training in bird identification and recording which enhances estate staff
skills.
The importance of developing baseline data cannot be underestimated. The initial survey acts as a
reference state of species’ distributions and abundance. This information is key to the scientific
arguments underpinning many conservation and management interventions, as well as to the public
support to any such interventions.
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has carried out a national Red Grouse Survey through
2021-2022 to determine the current range of the species in Ireland. As part of this survey, NPWS and
National Biodiversity Data Centre has teamed up to seek the assistance of recorders to submit any
sightings they have of Red Grouse.
The aim of the National survey is to help determine the current distribution of Red Grouse in Ireland
and to help detect any changes in their distribution since the last national survey of 2006-2008.
Observation from recorders contribute valuable data to the wider national survey. If during your time
in the Wicklow Mountains you should identify Red Grouse, this information is welcomed. You can
read more about this national survey here.
The Red Grouse is one of a number on the Birds of Conservation Concern (2020 -2026). It is a red
listed species whose decline in national distribution since the early 1970’s and 2008 was a staggering
50%. The Red Grouse are now confined to upland blanket bogs and heath, and some raised bogs in
the midlands. Developing and nurturing healthy habitat for the Red Grouse should support an incline
in species numbers into the future.

Image: source biodiversityireland.ie – Red Grouse amongst young heather.

